Hadleigh 


Urban  District 

1925. 


Council, 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1925,  and  Survey 
Report  in  accordance  with  Circular  No.  648  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  dated  10th  December,  1925. 


I.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

AREA  (Acres)  :  4288  acres. 

POPULATION  :  1881—3237  ;  1891—3299  ;  1901—3245  ;  1911—3201  ;  1921—3049  ;  1923—3060  ; 

1924—3086  ;  1925  Estimated  3073. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  840. 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921)  860. 

Rateable  Value  £11,876. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate,  No.  1  District,  £24. 

No.  2  District,  £12. 

General  District,  £34. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  INCLUDING  THE  CHIEF  OCCUPATIONS  OF  THE  INHABITANTS 
AND  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  ANY  PARTICULAR  OCCUPATION  ON  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Mat  Making  and  Agricultural  Work.  _ _■ 

pr  - ~ 


II.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS.  The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  62  (Males  28,  Females  34).  None 


of  these  were  illegitimate.  The  birth-rate  calculated  to  a  population  of  3073  is  20.17  per  thousand. 


1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920.  1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

Births  ...  68 

51 

44 

59 

47 

82  71 

59 

70 

42 

62 

Birth-Rate  ...  21.2 

15.93 

14.5 

19.28 

12.44 

25.62  22.18 

19.35 

22.87 

13.61 

20.17 

Deaths.  The  number 

of  deaths  registered  in 

and  transferred  to 

this  District  is 

39  (Males  19, 

Females  20).  Nineteen  of  these  were  over 

70  years 

of  age. 

The  death-rate  calculated  to 

a  population 

of  3073  is  12.69  per  thousand. 
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11.98 
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Infant  Mortality. 

One  child  under  the  age  of  one 

year  died,  giving  a  death-rate 

of  16.13  per 

thousand  births.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  on 

record. 

1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920.  1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

Death-Rate  ...  73.8 

78.43 

45.09 

67.79 

12.76 

60.97  70.42 

50.17 

85.91 

71.43 

16.13 

The  birth-rate  per  thousand  population  for  England  and  Wales  is  18.3  as  against  20.17  for  this 
District,  and  the  death-rate  12.2  as  against  12.69  for  this  District. 


Fever  Hospitals.  The  Ipswich  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  is  used  for  the  reception  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases,  a  Contract  having  been  entered  into  with  the  Ipswich  Borough. 

There  was  one  Cottage  Hospital  in  the  District  kept  up  by  voluntary  contributions  until  November, 
1922,  since  then  this  Institution  has  been  closed  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  An  arrangement  exists  with  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council  for  the 
use  of  Ambulance  for  conveying  cases  of  Infectious  Disease.  There  are  no  Ambulance  Facilities  lor 
non-infectious  and  accident  cases. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  monthly  by  the  West 
Suffolk  County  Council. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority.  One  part-time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  one  part-time  Sanitary  Inspector.  Contributions  towards  salaries  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  through  the  County  Council. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General.  Two  District  Nurses  provided  by  the  Nursing  Association.  Funds  obtained  locally 
Both  Nurses  are  qualified  to  act  as  Midwives. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases.  Nil. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

Local  Acts  Nil. 

Special  Local  Orders  Nil. 

General  Adoptive  Acts  February,  1924.  Sec.  92  Public  Health  Act,  1907. 

Byelaws  11th  January,  1870. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water.  The  public  water  supply  for  the  Town  consists  of  pumps  to  boreholes  and  wells  in 
the  streets.  The  greater  part  of  the  supply  is  obtained  from  boreholes  100-120  feet  into  the  chalk  and 
the  water  is  considered  of  good  quality.  The  question  of  sufficiency  of  supply  is  now  under  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  one  of  the  following  schemes  has  been  suggested — 
.‘5  extra  boreholes  or  wells  and  pumps,  a  stand  pipe  supply,  or  a  proper  piped  supply.  There  are  a 
considerable  number  of  private  wells  from  which  the  inhabitants  obtain  their  water. 

There  appears  to  be  no  risk  of  contamination  with  the  public  supply,  although  some  of  the  private 
wells  are  open  to  suspicion.  I  consider  that  a  stand  pipe  supply  would  be  of  little  advantage,  if  any, 
over  the  existing  boreholes  and  wells  with  pumps,  except  that  the  stand  pipes  would  be  closer  together 
and  the  inhabitants  would  not  have  so  far  to  go  in  order  to  get  water.  This  of  course  would  be  partially 
remedied  by  the  addition  of  more  boreholes  or  wells  at  considerably  less  expense.  I  consider  however, 
that  if  a  scheme  is  proceeded  with,  the  only  satisfactory  one  would  be  a  proper  piped  supply  as  part  of 
a  sewerage  and  water  supply  only.  An  Inspector  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  reported  on  the 
water  supply  for  the  town  and  has  stated  that  the  sources  of  supply  are  liable  to  pollution  ;  whilst  this 
may  be  said  respecting  the  private  wells  it  cannot  be  the  case  in  regard  to  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
public  supplies. 


Rivers  and  Streams.  See  following  paragraph. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  There  at  e  no  public  sewers  or  sewage  works.  Large  open  gutters 
in  which  spring  water  runs  during  the  whole  of  the  year  take  a  great  proportion  of  the.^siuks  wujjjLo 
water  to  open  ditches  and  then  to  the  River. 

These  gutters  and  ditches  are  cleaned  out  by  the  Council  men.  There  are  a  few  gutters  where  the 
spring  water  does  not  run  and  these  are  the  only  ones  that  give  any  trouble. 

All  W.C.’s  are  connected  to  cesspools  and  the  remaining  accommodation  is  privies  and  pail  closets. 
Cesspools,  privies  and  pail  closets  are  emptied  by  the  occupiers  and  the  Council  has  a  site  just  outside 
the  town  where  the  contents  may  be  discharged.  The  Council  provides  free  of  cost  a  horse  drawn 
night  soil  van  and  also  small  hand  butts  for  this  purpose. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Approximate  numbers. 

Water  Closets 
Pail  Closets 
Privies 

Privies  are  converted  to  pail  closets  where  advisable. 

A  scheme  for  conversion  of  all  privies  to  pail  closets  and  the  Council  to  undertake  the  responsibility 
of  emptying  has  been  considered  but  the  whole  question  of  a  combined  sewerage  and  water  scheme  is 
under  consideration  by  the  Council  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Unemployment 
Grants  Committee.  A  deputation  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Unemployment  Grants  Committee 
has  been  arranged  and  is  now  awaiting  an  interview  to  discuss  the  matter. 

Scavenging.  House  Refuse  is  removed  in  some  parts  of  the  district  twice,  and  in  others  once  per 
week,  by  a  Contractor  with  one  of  the  Council  employees.  An  unsatisfactory  dump  in  the  town  was 
discontinued  in  1922,  all  refuse  removed  and  a  satisfactory  dump  out  of  the  town  provided  by  the 
Contractor  and  no  complaints  have  since  been  received. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Visits  of  Inspection  ...  ...  508 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  20 

Butchers’  Shops  and  Slaughter  Houses  ...  98 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  4 

Bakehouses  ...  13 


70 

182 

030 


Informal  Notices  served  on  Owners  and  Others 

Informal  Notices  complied  with 

Formal  Notices  served 

Formal  Notices  complied  with 

Infectious  Diseases.  (Cases  inquired  into). 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Rooms  Disinfected 

Work  done  under  Notices  to  Owners  and  Others. 

Repairs  to  Cottages  (General) 

Roofs,  etc.,  repaired 

Plaster  to  walls  and  ceilings  repaired 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets 

Privies  emptied  and  cleansed 

Privy  buildings  repaired 

New  concrete  paving  to  yards 

Stair  treads  repaired  (Cottages) 

Doors  repaired 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  removed 

Drains  and  ditches  cleaned  out  and  repaired 

Drinking  water  pumps  repaired 

New  drains,  inspection  pits  and  covers 

Bakehouses  limewashed 

Repairs  to  stoves 

Cottages  cleansed 

Overcrowding  abated 

Dust  bins  provided 

New  sanitary  pails  provided 

Smoke  nuisance  abated 


46 

.50 

3 


3 


9 


36 


5  2 
23 
3 

1 

0 

13 

3 
1 
2 
•> 

9 

4 
2 
2 
2 

4 
2 

5 
4 
1 


HOUSING. 

1 T"  General  Housing  Conditions.  24  New  Houses  have  been  erected  by  the  Council  and  24 
by  private  enterprise  during  the  last  five  years. 

There  is  very  little  change  in  the  population.  In  1921  it  was  3049  and  for  1925  it  vvas  estimated 
at  3073. 

2.  Overcrowding. 

Extent.  Slight. 

CAUSES.  No  small  cottages  available  for  poor  people  who  cannot  afford  the  rents  of  larger  houses. 
Measures  Taken.  Cases  are  dealt  with  where  practicable. 

3.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

(a)  General  Standard.  Low. 

General  Character  of  Defects  Found.  Many  houses  very  old  and  damp  through  absence 
of  damp  courses.  Roofs  defective. 

Defects  due  to.  Owners  are  undoubtedly  at  fault  in  many  cases  because  they  have  not  carried 
out  repairs  for  a  number  of  years  when  they  might  have  kept  the  cottages  in  a  reasonable  state  of 
repair  at  a  small  cost.  The  rents  are  very  low,  many  cottages  only  producing  £5  per  annum  which 
does  not  permit  of  much  expenditure  on  repairs  and  the  tenants  being  agricultural  labourers  on  a  very 
low  wage  and  having  large  families  cannot  afford  a  higher  rent.  The  maximum  rent,  including  rates, 
these  people  could  afford  is  estimated  at  5/-  per  week  and  it  is  impossible  for  the  Council  to  build 
houses  and  let  at  this  figure  owing  to  the  present  high  prices  of  materials  and  labour  in  the  building 
trade.  A  Housing  sub-committee  of  the  Council  is  now  meeting  in  order  to  place  some  scheme  before 
the  Council,  but  at  present  it  is  impossible  to  present  a  favourable  scheme.  A  type  of  house  must  be 
found  at  £300  inclusive  before  any  practicable  scheme  is  adopted. 

(b)  General  Action  taken.  Houses  inspected  and  informal  notices  served  to  remedy  defects  and 
in  most  cases  repairs  are  carried  out  without  statutory  proceedings. 

(c)  No  great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  remedying  defects.  A  low  standard  of  fitness  is  adopted 
because  the  rents  are  very  low  and  consequently  the  owners  have  no  money  to  spend  on  large  repairs 
and  the  Sanitary  Officers  confine  their  efforts  principally  to  keeping  the  dwellings  watertight.  It  is 
found  that  immediately  the  owners  are  pressed  for  any  extensive  repairs  they  are  compelled  to  raise 
the  rents  to  a  figure  which  the  tenants  in  most  cases  cannot  afford  to  pay. 


The  only  solution  of  the  housing  problem  in  a  small  Urban  District  such  as  this  is  for  better 
treatment  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  the  form  of  Housing  Subsidies.  The  Grant  to  an  Urban 
District  is  lower  than  to  a  Rural  District  and  yet  this  district  is  considerably  worse  oft-  financially  than 
a  number  of  Rural  Districts.  The  contribution  from  the  rates  which  is  limited  to  £4  10s.  Od.  per  house 
per  annum  for  any  new  housing  scheme  would  involve  the  Council  in  a  rate  of  approximately  .‘Id  for 
20  houses. 

(d)  Many  privies  are  in  a  bad  state  and  too  near  the  dwelling  house.  Absence  of  dust  bins  to  many 
houses. 

Repairs  to  privies  have  been  carried  out  and  where  it  is  considered  advisable  they  are  converted 
to  pail  closets. 

The  question  of  portable  dust  bins  for  each  house  has  not  been  considered  by  the  Council. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  102.5. 


1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceeding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  Owners  of  intention  to  close 

Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making 
of  Closing  Orders 

NUMBER  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  IN  RESPECT  OF  WHICH  CLOSING 

Orders  were  made 


.54 


21 


4.5 


46 


3 

3 


1 


Meat.  Copies  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  have  been  distributed  to  all  Butchers 
and  Slaughterers  in  the  district. 

Notifications  as  to  day  and  time  of  slaughtering  have  been  received  by  the  Medical  Officer  at  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Offices  and  visits  to  slaughter  houses  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  as 
often  as  possible,  98  inspections  covering  4  slaughter  houses  having  been  carried  out  since  the 
regulations  came  into  force.  Fixed  times  of  slaughtering  have  been  arranged  with  two  Butchers  and 
the  others  notify  each  occasion. 

The  marking  of  carcases  has  not  been  adopted  in  the  district. 

No  special  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat  are  in  force,  but  disposal  by  burning 
has  been  the  method  adopted  in  the  past. 

Meat  Vendors  were  asked  to  exhibit  notices  urging  customers  not  to  handle  meat  before  purchase, 
and  these  notices  were  exhibited  in  most  cases. 


There  are  no  public  slaughter  houses  in  the  district. 


NUMBER  OF  PRIVATE  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  IN  USE. 


Registered 

Licensed 


In  1920. 
9 


In  JANUARY,  1925.  In  DECEMBER,  1925. 
9  9 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  deaths  caused  by  the  following  diseases  during  the  previous  years  were  : — 


1915. 

9 

3 

4 


Respiratory  ... 

Cancer 

Tuberculosis  ... 

Enteric  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Measles  (all  ages) 
Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 
Scarlet  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Pneumonia 
Other  Causes  40 


1916. 

6 

4 


1917. 

3 
2 

4 


1918.  1919. 
5  8 

2 

9 


4 

9 


(Not  previously  reported) 


1920. 

6 

6 

3 

1 

1 


1921. 

3 

4 
3 


1922. 

7 

1 


34 


39 


37 


34 


15 


40 


2 

32 


1923 

4 

5 
3 


1 

1 

33 


1925. 


1924. 

4 

') 

1 


1  — 


1 

28 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  None  notified. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  62  of  this  Act  in  regard  to  orders  for  compulsory  removal  of  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  to  hospital. 


H.  F.  EVERETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Hadleigh  Urban  District  Council. 


March,  1926. 


General  Library. 


Hadleigh 

Urban  District  Council. 


